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SUMMIT LAND CONSERVANCY SAVES SANCTUARIES FOR 

FISH AND BIG GAME  
Conservation easement donations will protect 362 acres of wildlife habitat 

and river frontage in Tollgate Canyon and Woodland   

 

A view of the Rocky Point property located in Tollgate Canyon  

(PARK CITY, Utah) December 26, 2018 – The Summit Land Conservancy has closed on two 
conservation easement donations that will protect natural wildlife habitat, wetland and water 
quality, scenic open space, and recreational values in Summit County.  

Rocky Point, located in Tollgate Canyon, contains several trails maintained by the landowner 
which connect to a greater network of neighborhood trails used by residents of the area. The 



property supports healthy aspen groves, riparian areas, streams and ponds, but is more 
importantly habitat to big game such as elk, deer, and moose. Elk frequent the 236-acre property 
and heavily use the land during their fall rut season. From mid-September to mid-October, the 
elk rut is a time when (male) bull elk compete for the loyalty of a harem of (females) cows. Elk 
bugling is a significant characteristic of the fall rut.  

In the 1970’s extensive sub-division plats had been filed on the property, but the landowner 
purchased the acreage in 2016, realizing the value as a wildlife viewing and recreation area. “The 
previous owners, Sherman and Elayne Sorensen, had a great love for the wildlife in Tollgate 
Canyon and opened their land for residents of Silver Creek, Red Hawk and Tollgate Canyon,” 
stated landowner, Aristides Ioannides. “As a Silver Creek resident, I was one of the many who 
enjoyed Rocky Point so when I learned it was for sale I jumped at the opportunity to continue 
the Sorensen’s stewardship of the property. Ember (Conley) and I have come to love this magical 
place and together with our children came to the decision to protect this land from development. 
We are thrilled to partner with Summit Land Conservancy to protect this wildlife habitat and to 
provide access to the trails for horseback, hiking and cycling.”  

The 126-acre Rolling Stone Ranch property, located along the Provo River in Woodland, is visible 
from State Highway 35, and can also be seen from vantage points near Francis. The property 
now known as Rolling Stone Ranch was homesteaded in 1880 and used for cattle grazing. The 
land was purchased in 2012 by Sporting Ranch Capital who did ample field and stream restoration 
to improve the riparian wildlife habitat values. The property is Summit Land Conservancy’s first 
project within the Provo River Watershed. It will preserve the water quality and wetland values 
of the property contributing to ecological health downstream. The Provo River originates high in 
the Uinta Mountains and flows to Utah Lake, providing public drinking water for the growing areas 
of Salt Lake, Utah, Wasatch, and Summit Counties. It is designated as a “blue ribbon fishery”, 
and is home to robust trout populations that provide highly satisfying fishing and outdoor 
experiences for anglers and recreationists.  

“Constantly seeing a variety of wildlife in and around Rolling Stone Ranch reminded us of how 
important it is to preserve open space for all creatures both large and small,” stated property-
owners, Laura and Geoffrey Wyatt.   

The landowners of these properties have donated the value of the development rights tied to 
their land. Willing conservation easement donors give up these rights but continue to own the 
land and continue their traditional uses. Future landowners must abide by the easement ensuring 
the land is protected forever. Although the Conservancy is not tasked with raising money up front 
to close on these types of transactions, the organization must still cover costs such as appraisals, 
attorney fees, surveys, title work, and perpetual stewardship of the land. Individual memberships 
are what cover these costs, and donations are leveraged over and over through a conservation 
easement donation. 



“We are so grateful to landowners like the Wyatts and Ioannides/Conley’s for giving so much to 
our local community,” says Cheryl Fox, Summit Land Conservancy’s Executive Director. “They are 
truly heroes for conservation.” 
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About Summit Land Conservancy 
 
Born in Park City in 1998 as a project of Leadership Park City, the Summit Land Conservancy 
works with Summit County’s communities to protect and preserve land and water for the benefit 
of people and nature. 

In 2011, the Conservancy became the first land trust in the state of Utah to be nationally 
accredited by the Land Trust Accreditation Commission. It currently holds 36 permanent 
conservation easements on over 5,450 acres of open space, much of it with public access in and 
around Park City. It protects swathes of Round Valley, Quarry Mountain, Empire Canyon, and the 
McPolin Farmlands, as well as farms and ranches along the Weber River. It is currently working 
to preserve an additional 5,000+ acres of land including the Osguthorpe Farm located on Old 
Ranch Road. 

The Conservancy’s goal when it started in 1998 was to raise money locally to save land locally, 
and that hasn’t changed. But it has expanded its efforts throughout the years to tap additional 
funding resources. Since 2011, the Conservancy has brought in over $6 million federal dollars for 
land conservation in Summit County.  

As a local land trust based in Park City, the Conservancy understands that open space is the heart 
of the County’s communities. Area residents’ sense of place is clearly defined by the shared 
landscapes that anchor them here. The mountains, trails, farms, and rivers connect people to 
each other and to the natural world. The Summit Land Conservancy cares for these lands forever, 
nurturing a healthy community that is founded on its strong connection to the places it has 
protected together. 

More information is available on the Conservancy’s website (wesaveland.org) and on Facebook 
(facebook.com/WeSaveLand), Instagram (instagram.com/wesaveland) and Twitter 
@Summit_Land (twitter.com/summit_land). 

 

 


