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SUMMIT COUNTY COMES TO THE TABLE WITH ADDITIONAL 
FUNDING TO PROTECT HERITAGE AMENITY 

Preservation Project Will Safeguard Last Farm on Old Ranch Road 

 

A horse grazes on the Osguthorpe Farm  

(PARK CITY, Utah) November 11, 2018 – At Wednesday’s Council meeting, after a year of 
negotiations, Summit County approved a $500,000 grant toward the Summit Land Conservancy’s 
purchase of a conservation easement to preserve the 158-acre Osguthorpe Farm as open space 
and a heritage amenity. Summit Land Conservancy, a nonprofit dedicated to saving land in 
Summit County currently holds 34 permanent conservation easements on over 5,100 acres of 
open space, much of it with public access in and around Park City. The $500,000 will support the 



County’s plans and policies, and the public interest in maintaining the historic and rural character 
of the area. 

“Summit County is pleased to help in saving the Osguthorpe Farm” stated Council Chair, Kim 
Carson. “We have worked very hard to reach an agreement that not only allows the farm to be 
preserved for agriculture and but still benefits our community as scenic open space.” 

For more than a year, the Summit Land Conservancy has been working to preserve the 
Osguthorpe Farm, a 158-acre agricultural property located in the heart of the Snyderville Basin. 
The Osguthorpe Farm is recognizable as the large irrigated property on the north side of Old 
Ranch Road and is visible from Willow Creek Park, the ski resorts, and trails throughout Round 
Valley. The property is designated as a “Heritage Amenity” in the Snyderville Basin General Plan, 
and is the last living farm on Old Ranch Road. 

“Preserving this farm is the right thing to do. The money provided by Summit County is a giant 
step toward safeguarding a piece of Park City’s heritage,” says Summit Land Conservancy 
Executive Director, Cheryl Fox. “Not only does this farm offer tremendous agricultural value to 
our community, it’s part of the larger ecosystem and green corridor that stretches from Iron 
Mountain to Round Valley.” 

In August 2017, the project received a notable $8.8 million federal grant from the NRCS (Natural 
Resource Conservation Service) Agricultural Conservation Easement Program, the largest grant 
ever awarded to farmland conservation in the state of Utah. Since then, the Conservancy has 
worked diligently on a fundraising campaign to leverage the federal funds, and the family 
contribution of $3.4 million, through private donations and other grants. So far, more than 500 
donors have contributed over $3 million. 

The Conservancy still has another $1.8 million to raise before February 2019 when all funds need 
to be in hand to close on the project. A community fundraising campaign is underway that 
encourages people to donate 158 dollars; a dollar for every acre of the farm until the end of 
December. Anyone who donates $158 or more will be entered into an opportunity drawing for a 
XC ski pass and ski rental package, generously donated by White Pine Touring. The Conservancy 
is currently offering a matching grant of $150,000 that doubles every donation to save the farm.  

“We hope that our community members will step up and help bring us across the finish line,” said 
Fox. “So many people have already made gifts. Now we’re starting to see people make second 
and third donations. That shows how important this farm is to both residents and visitors.” 

This project is the tenth working farm the Conservancy has worked to protect within the past 
thirteen years. It will preserve water quality, agricultural land, recreational access, scenic views 
and wildlife habitat. Summit Land Conservancy is currently working to protect another 5,000 acres 
of ranch land in Summit County.  

 



SUMMIT LAND CONSERVANCY HERITAGE RANCH PROJECTS: 

2017 Ercanbrack Ranch   2,161 acres Coalville 

2015 Siddoway Ranch & Wetlands  73 acres Peoa 

2013 Dog Holler Organic Farm  85 acres Hoytsville 

2013 Pyper Tracey Ranch   50 acres Henefer 

2012  Osguthorpe Ranch Round Valley 121 acres Park City 

2011 Judd Ranch    35 acres Wanship 

2009 Fawcett Ranch    44 acres Henefer 

2005  McPolin Farmlands   116 acres Park City 

2005   Richards Ranch   19 acres Park City 
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About Summit Land Conservancy 
Born in Park City in 1998 as a project of Leadership Park City, the Summit Land Conservancy 
works with Summit County’s communities to protect and preserve land and water for the benefit 
of people and nature. 

In 2011, the Conservancy became the first land trust in the state of Utah to be nationally 
accredited by the Land Trust Accreditation Commission. It currently holds 34 permanent 
conservation easements on over 5,100 acres of open space, much of it with public access in and 
around Park City. It protects swathes of Round Valley, Quarry Mountain, Empire Canyon, and the 
McPolin Farmlands, as well as farms and ranches along the Weber River. It is currently working 
to preserve an additional 5,000+ acres of land including the Osguthorpe Farm located on Old 
Ranch Road. 

The Conservancy’s goal when it started in 1998 was to raise money locally to save land locally, 
and that hasn’t changed. But it has expanded its efforts throughout the years to tap additional 
funding resources. Since 2011, the Conservancy has brought in over $6 million federal dollars for 
land conservation in Summit County.  

As a local land trust based in Park City, the Conservancy understands that open space is the heart 
of the County’s communities. Area residents’ sense of place is clearly defined by the shared 
landscapes that anchor them here. The mountains, trails, farms, and rivers connect people to 
each other and to the natural world. The Summit Land Conservancy cares for these lands forever, 
nurturing a healthy community that is founded on its strong connection to the places it has 
protected together. 



More information is available on the Conservancy’s website (wesaveland.org) and on Facebook 
(facebook.com/WeSaveLand), Instagram (instagram.com/wesaveland) and Twitter 
@Summit_Land (twitter.com/summit_land). 

About Summit County 
Located in the northeast corner of Utah along the Wasatch Back, Summit County is home to more 
than 41,000 residents. Created in 1854, Summit County was named for the summits of the 
mountains, including 39 of the highest peaks in Utah. Six municipalities make up Summit County, 
including Coalville, Francis, Henefer, Kamas, Oakley, and Park City. The county seat is quiet, is 
Coalville, located on the I-80 corridor. For more information visit www.summitcounty.org. 

 


